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COUNTRY HOMES

Perfectly in rhythm with the landscape. this handsome

trio of made-to-order structures are also in step

BARN  DANCE

with each other, forming an harmonious

rural dwelling.
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COUNTRY HOMES

This page A bronze-finish Articolo ‘Fizi’ four-ball
pendant light illuminates the Gubi ‘Moon’ cak table
from In Good Company with Peliform "Grace’
armchairs. ‘Memories’ rug from RC+D. Joinery by

- Finafarm in black-stained Tasmanion ook with uppear
cabinets of blackened mild steel with on OX finish.
Gubi ‘Coco’ stocls from In Good Company at the
kitchen island. Opposite page Interiors in Tasrmanian
cak frem Abelwood and Western Australian limestone
frem Bruhn Limestone. Doors and windews stained
with Sikkens black built by Kilburn Joinary. Curtains
in Mokum hessian in Black Birch by D&aC Design. ‘Bly’
| easy chair from Coostal Living sits on the “Abyss’
split-stone pavers from Eco Qutdoor.

avishly endowed with glowing Australian imber and limestone, this home has
a robust but luxe materials palette “from the earth”, says Abe McCarthy of Abe
MeCarthy Architects. Abe collaborated with interior designer Alice Villella of
T AV-ID, custom builders Gstruct Group and landscaper Barber Design to
_ J qmﬁ‘ establish this warm, inviting family home embedded in open pastures on the
S aMornington Peninsula. What was the client’s brief? Abe McCarthy: We had worked with
gl client, a couple with a growing family, on two prior residential renovations. The

of a family farmhouse that interwove rustic rural living with modern
g were the challenges of the site and bow did you resolve themé AM: The
nted broad scope for positioning the building. The formal
gnected bam forms nestled in the landscape was a direct
bz of nature. As the chosen site was an open paddock, the
aze with views in all directions. The design does not

gnn"rfr comsiderations when designing a bome in a
e, offers seclusion in its siting and is revealed
f-gr ____gl\ﬂ racter gave rise to several initiatimies_
and log fireplaces. Solar panels provide
ultiple tanks to address domestic needs »

belle {11



COUNTRY HOMES
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“RAKED DOUBLE-HEIGHT
VOLUMES AND CAREFULLY
CRAFTED FROPORTIONS
THROUGHOUT.CREATE A
VISCERAL AND UPLIFTING
EXPERIENCE ..."

« as well as watering gardens and fire-fighting. A natural dam also
feeds imto the irrigation. Northem glazing and deep overhangs
protect from summer heat and allow passive heating i cooler
maonths. The design needed to respond to extreme weathervariation
and the building can be configured to breathe naturally or become
a eosy haven during seasomal extremes. The integration of the
garage withmn the mam home adds an addinonal layer of weather
protection and practicality, This home provides versatility as a
functional farmhouse, a cosy family home and a place for work,
entertaining, and wellbeing and recrear. Whar were some of the ideas
itnd influences that shaped yoser desigms ANM: Our client drew stylistic
mnspiration from non-contemporary butlding rypes meludimg rural
vernacular styles from European and American Iu.-ril:tg:.'. We
meditated over the various influences to distil these ideas to a core
essence that responded and engaged with the Australian coastal
rural econvexe, Hoz wenld you describe the completed borne and what are
sernne of youer firvenrite design elements? AM: Internally, the Flinders
House 1s characterised by spatial drama expressed and framed
through the curated mterply ol texture, hght and space. Raked
double-height volumes and carefully erafted proportions create 2
visceral and uplifting experience, as well as a sense of joy and
delight. Spaces change character over the course of the day as
shafrs of light and stretches of solt shadow move throughout. [ love
the amazing feeling you ger within the spaces and the way the
proportions of the home resonate so well with human scale. It feels
considered and homely, while still feeling quite gramd. It an
impressive experience. The floor plan is simple in one sense bur
quite sophisticated in another. It offers zoning for privacy aswell as
communal living, and responds to the utilitarian requirements of 2
practical home for a growing family and rural dwelling with
apparent  simplicity. All these aspects are responded tw in
a considered and harmonious way. The pool experience is special.
It’s like a blade of rippling glass floating on the lindscape. »




COUNTRY HOMES

« How does the project vespond o the suvreinding landseape? ANL: This
project is from the earth in the sense chat its material palete is T
Australian timber and limestone but also in thar the interconnected . o R e T
barn forms are nestled into the sloping land and engage directly = ! . £ g
with sunlight, framed views of bushland and the coaseal horizon. T~ o 5
The design language is prémised on rural typologies that create a -~ : i NN e,
narrative between form and function. Whar infarmed sbe selection of B2 iy NS N R R
furniture, art, fittings and finishes? Alice Villella: It 2 country house , ~ e PR e
so furmiture and fittings also needed to be robust enougli to cope e S '\‘%‘
with the family’s daily activities. The clients wanted beautifully 0 g SR -:‘*gﬁi?: 8
resolved pieces of design that married with the interiors but also s I A Q™
were practical. We wanted the furniture to fit in seamlsssly with il - e
the interior flow yet add sophistication and elegance. The house has - h"“f . W
large volumes yet the furniture and fittings ground it so thavicis. : - ~
warm and inviting. The elients love art and were keen to sonrce it e e -
themselves. The main piece in the living area is by Grieme = e = '
Alumann. It spoke to them as they have 4 strong bondewith — 0 m s S
Tasmania. The colour palette for the interior was inspired by the =~ = ~—
landscape — the red of the earth, the varety of greens in the = e
vegetation and the gold of the grasses in high summer. Iplayed with == :
those colours tonally to add some drama and a'sense of xnrybue. & -
also maintmin a feeling of calm and :t:n;llfﬂl‘h Fittings and ﬂ.l‘l.'lﬁhﬁ ""'“'m = ‘—%ﬁ
were selected for their textural and tonal areributes and for how i e ey
they would age with the house. -Brass and bronze Tmﬁgadiu i
elegance and 5uphtstmm1m but they also patina beautifullyas will -
the kitchen joinery’s metal doors that continue ro change and lﬁi = -'_'
more beautiful with'time. The light and dark ﬂnti]ﬁ rounghy
are informed by the play of ‘shaddw and light mw- :
architectural etivelope. Were the owners bappy with the m‘trunm?
AM: Thave had the pleasure of sharing the “wow" {!:r.permhﬂe -
1hem and theyare very happy with this project. ibiemecs -

vo-id.com.mi getruct.cons.omg barberdesign.com.a
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This page, clockwise from top The bar terrace locking back to the staircase rising up from the living zone. ‘Justina’ bath by Stenebaths in
the main bathreom. ‘Eastbourne’ shewer mixer and ‘lecon’ wall spout, shower rose and hand shower, all in Urban Brass frorm Astra Walker.
‘Cotto’ glazed wall tiles and ‘Abyss’ split-stone floor tiles, all from Eco Outdoor. In the master bedroomn, ‘Drearn Bed' by Marcel Wanders with
uphelstered base and wall panels and ‘Drearm hight' bedside table, both frorn Poliferm. Bed linen in Charcoal from Scout House. Arteriors
Yasmin' lamp in Antique Brass from Boyd Blue and brutalist glass vase frorm owners’ collection. Hand-tufted ‘Crystal’ carpet by RC+D.

116 belle




gn. See Barn Dance, p108.

y Architects and AV-ID is an exceptional
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