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 fireplace m
akes a luxurious addition 

to any hom
e but there are a few

 things 
to consider before installing one
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H
istorically, fire has been key to the success of hum

an 
survival – w

arning o! predators and providing w
arm

th, 
light and heat to cook food. W

hile w
e no longer 

require such protections, w
e are no less draw

n to an open flam
e. 

“A
 fireplace anchors a hom

e and gives us a central place to 
gather, reconnect and share stories w

ith loved ones,” says A
lex 

H
odge, lead designer at Escea Fireplaces. “It gives today’s hom

es 
a sense of cosiness, som

ething a heat pum
p or heater can’t do. T

he 
allure of flam

es is m
esm

erising, adding am
bience to any space.”

1 technology 
T

he hum
ble fireplace has advanced in leaps and bounds from

 
a fire pit in the ground. Som

e gas fireplaces can operate on 
am

bient m
ode, so you enjoy the flicker of flam

es w
ith a low

er 
heat output, and can even be operated from

 your sm
artphone. 

“M
ost beneficial, how

ever, is the ability to turn a fire on at the 
touch of a button, w

ith no m
aintenance required, w

ood needed 
to burn or m

ess to be m
ade,” says A

lex. “You can be quite 
restricted as to w

here you can install a w
ood fire w

ithin a hom
e, 

or w
hat you surround a w

ood fire w
ith. You w

on’t have the 
sam

e restrictions w
ith som

e gas or electric fires. For exam
ple, 

Escea’s Z
ero C

learance rating m
eans you can surround our gas 

fires in m
ost m

aterials – and even build the fire straight into 
cabinetry or hang a T

V
 right above it.”

2 safety 
W

hile the safety rules and installation guidelines of your 
heater w

ill depend on the style and m
anufacturer, it’s w

orth 
noting that w

ood fires can pum
p out spectacular heat and need 

to be surrounded by non-com
bustible m

aterials – restricting the 
types of electronic and design options that can be near the fire. 
You’ll also need to accom

m
odate a hearth and vertical flue. 

G
as fires have m

ore seam
less integration into the hom

e and 
can give you greater design freedom

. “Electric fires are sim
ilar 

to gas fires in term
s of installation freedom

 and surround design,” 
says A

lex. “H
ow

ever, electric fires don’t have the sam
e heat 

output, nor is the flam
e picture as realistic – so it all depends  

on w
hat’s m

ost im
portant to you.”

3 location
 

You can choose to have a w
ood, gas or electric fireplace 

in any room
 of the hom

e, but A
lex advises that som

e locations 
are better than others for particular fuel types. For exam

ple, 
w

ood heaters for outdoors, gas for living and open-plan areas, 
and electric m

odels for bedroom
s or secondary living spaces. 
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For her fam
ily’s new

 build in 
the N

SW
 Southern H

ighland
s, 

interior designer Jess H
unter 

chose to w
ard o!

 w
inter chills 

w
ith a stately C

hem
inées 

Philipp
e ‘R

adiante 8
4

6 3V
’ 

three-sided w
ood fireb

ox.

“A
 lot of outdoor w

ood fires these days have cooking abilities 
so you can com

bine your barbecue and outdoor fire in one,” says 
A

lex. “A
 gas fire is w

ell suited to m
ain living areas w

here w
arm

th, 
com

fort and convenience are a priority – it can be sw
itched on 

at the touch of a button, plus there’s no m
ess or m

aintenance. 
T

he technology has also com
e such a long w

ay that gas fires 
look like real w

ood-burning fires and can be installed in m
ost 

places, so you don’t need to w
orry about chim

neys or flues.” 

4 trends
 

In A
ustralia, the m

ost com
m

on fireplace styles are w
ood, 

gas and electric, in inbuilt, retrofitted, freestanding, single-, 
double- or three-sided m

odels. “D
ouble-sided fires are 

particularly good for visually connecting adjoining living and 
dining areas,” points out A

lex. “You’ll often see a fire installed in 
a w

all or nook betw
een a kitchen/dining area and a living room

. 
U

ltra-w
ide and fram

eless are also in dem
and, as are freestanding 

fires elevated atop a ledge. In addition, w
e’re seeing a resurgence 

of traditional square fireplaces.”

5 benefits 
Each type of fireplace has its pros and cons. T

he best one for 
you is a m

odel that m
ost suits your hom

e, lifestyle and budget. 
“Environm

entally and financially, electric is the best – but you’re 
not going to get the m

ost authentic experience, nor w
ill the 

heat output m
atch that of a w

ood or gas fire,” says A
lex. “W

ood 
and gas fires m

ight be com
parative in purchase cost (anyw

here 
from

 $2000 to $20,000), but you’ll need to consider the running 
costs of w

ood versus gas, and this w
ill obviously depend a lot 

on how
 often and in w

hich w
ay you use the fire.” 

T
he price of installation w

ill vary greatly, depending on the 
style of fireplace, its fuel type and your hom

e. A
lex says it’s best 

to chat through your requirem
ents w

ith a local fireplace retailer 
or expert, and to request an accurate quote. 
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